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UPDATES

John Durand Scholarship Program
Six scholars are receiving $650 awards for the 2026-2027 academic year! Awardees include: Logan Durand, Rory
Baunsgard, Charles Pick, Molly Dudley, Isabella Ripley, andZeke Durand. Application statements start onpage2.

|DHF Family Tree updates are suspended until after January 2027.

DHF Annual meeting is scheduled for ll A.M. 3Oct 2026 at 9905 165th St WUnit 201, Lakeville,
MN 55044.All DHF subscribers are welcome. RSVP to red.cee.dee@gmail.com if are not a board member and
you plan to attend.

JEAN DURAND ET SA POSTERITE (1636-2026) is available now!!
The 1954 book byJoseph and Viateur Durand has been reprinted and is available for purchase. The manuscript is
in French as is theoriginal book. Thebook's descendant tree does not require translation and includes all known
Durand surname descendants (plus three generations) beyondthose found in the original 1954 book. The
descendant families include both Canadian and United States families.

Contact Louis-Gilles Durand at louis-gilles.durand@ircm.qc.ca for orderdetails. Book andpostage from Quebec
should be around $108 Canadian dollars = $79 USD at the exchange rate on May 20. The book and cover are
gorgeous. The illustrations aremuch sharper thanthose in books published afterthe 1954 original.

FEATURES

Msgr. Arthur H. Durand Survey Project
(Refer toDHF Bulletin #'s 1and 2 for the background history of this project.) Anna Webber, Ellen Durand Olson,
andRoger Durand were busy transcribing the survey papers during thewinter andmet with the Rice County
Historical Society (RCHS) staffin early April. The acceptance of theMsgr. Durand papers from Mr. Ron Eustice to
the RCHS is assured. However, the RCHS project which was to feature thepapers hasbeenpostponed to their2027
schedule.

Once Mr. Eustice returns from his winter quarters, a decision will be made as to the timing of the official "donation"
act—one that should be of interest to many Rice County families. In themeantime, the DHF will continue to assist
the RCHS by scanning and transcribing the surveys with laterplans to catalog thematerial so that it canbe
electronically viewed and analyzed. Many of the survey papers involve ourdirect ancestors and related cousins and
deal with their life soon after arrival from Quebec and before they moved on to other domiciles.

Donald Henry Durand, his life and times by daughter Mary Durand Welr July 1997

Fall 1999 DHF Newsletter reprint



======================================================================================== 

 

Zeke (Ezekiel) Durand 

Parents: Darin Durand and Becky Samitore-Durand 

 

Statement: 

 Hello, my name is Zeke (Ezekiel) Durand. and I am the daughter of Darin Durand & Becky Samitore-Durand. I'm applying 

for the Durand Heritage Scholarship (Johnny Ride) because I am currently enrolled as a sophomore at Western Washington University 

in Bellingham. Both of my parents are teachers and this scholarship would greatly help me achieve my dreams of earning my 

engineering degree in Polymer Materials Engineering. I love taking challenging STEM classes and I'm looking forward to applying 

my newly acquired skills to solving real world challenges. 

 

 Thank you in advance for your consideration. 

 

======================================================================================== 

 

Rory Baunsgard 

Parents: Andrew and Rebecca Baunsgard 

 

Statement: 

 My name is Rory Baunsgard. My paternal great-grandfather was Maurice Durand. I am a high school senior at Bothell High 

School in Bothell, Washington. I was accepted to many colleges and am currently deciding between Washington State University and 

the University of Oregon. In my time in high school, I participated in many extracurricular activities inside and outside of school, 

including four years of golf, three of track and field, drumming and singing, National Honor Society, and Advanced Placement and 

College in the High School courses. 

 I aspire to pursue a career in journalism. I have a passion for sports statistics, a keen interest in music, and a talent for writing. 

Therefore, I plan to major in journalism and minor in both music and sports communication. One career concentration I am 

considering is social media management, ideally for musicians or sports teams. Other possible concentration paths include working as 

a sports broadcaster, discussing various sports on a television network, or engaging in interviewing or podcasting. I am also interested 

in writing for print and online music or sports publications. I am additionally interested in both podcasting and interviews, discussing 

sports or music with people in the industry or fellow journalists. 

============================================================================================ 

 

Molly Marie Dudley 

Parents: Amy Christine (Durand) Dudley and Thomas Edward Dudley 

 

Statement: 

My name is Molly Marie Dudley. My parents are Amy Christine (Durand) Dudley and Thomas Edward Dudley. 

I am currently a junior at the College of Saint Benedict in Saint Joseph, Minnesota. where I am majoring in elementary 

education with a minor in psychology. My academic experiences have allowed me to better understand how children learn and 

develop. I am incredibly grateful for the opportunity to attend college and pursue my passion for teaching. I recognize the 

privilege of being able to positively impact students' lives through education and help shape their growth. 

Throughout my own schooling, I have been fortunate to learn from many inspiring and influential teachers who encouraged 

me to enter this profession. These educators not only supported my academic success but also helped me grow as a person by building 

my confidence and encouraging me to challenge myself. I have seen the love, kindness, and selflessness that teaching requires. Many 

of these teachers have made meaningful sacrifices to support their students, often going above and beyond to ensure that every child 

feels valued. Their dedication showed me the true impact a teacher can have both inside and outside of the classroom. 

As I look toward my future in teaching, I hope to create a classroom environment that is welcoming, inclusive, and 

supportive for all students. I want to build strong relationships with my students and encourage them to believe in their abilities 

while fostering a love for learning. My goal is to make a lasting and positive impact on my students. I am excited to continue my 

college journey and grow in my role as an educator. With hard work, determination, and a passion for helping others, I am 

confident that I will achieve my goals and make a meaningful difference in the lives of my future students. 

===================================================================================== 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



======================================================================================== 

 

Logan Michael Durand 

Parents: Mark Anthony Durand and Elizabeth Durand 

 

Statement: 

 Hello, my name is Logan Durand. I'm a freshman at the University of Minnesota studying Mechanical 

Engineering. While my studies take up the majority of my free time, I stay as involved as I can on campus 

through the Campus Crusaders Ministry (Cru). I also have a variety of different hobbies that give me a break 

from schoolwork. When it's nice outside I go disc golfing with my friends for hours on end. Otherwise, I'll be 

out mountain biking or longboarding on trails near home. On rainy days I enjoy playing board games and card 

games with friends and family. During my studies l 've found a love for the applied aspects of engineering. 

Designing robots, prototyping ideas, and testing different concepts to see what works. The opportunities I've 

been given at the University of Minnesota to explore and push the bounds of my creativity have been amazing. 

During my time at college I hope to gain hands-on experience as well as knowledge to work in the robotics 

field. Specializing in robotics at a company like Medtronic or Boston Scientific is my dream. Looking forward, 

I plan to earn my Masters degree in Mechanical Engineering here after receiving my Bachelor's degree. 

================================================================================== 

 

Isabella Ripley 

Parents: John and Jennifer Ripley 

 

Statement: 

My name is Isabella Ripley and I was born and raised in Spooner, Wisconsin. I love being outside, reading, painting 

watercolor greeting cards, learning new things, and doing anything crafty! I just completed my first semester of college this fall at 

Chippewa Valley Technical College in Eau Claire, Wisconsin. I am in the Legal Studies/ Paralegal program and have successfully 

finished Civil Litigation I, Introduction to Paralegal and Legal Ethics, American Government, and Legal Research courses. This 

past semester I got involved in numerous on campus activities including a pickleball league and a leadership academy. This 

Student Leadership Academy consisted of seven sessions each featuring a different aspect of leadership and how to achieve it in a 

future career. At the end of the sessions, I received a certificate that will help me with future employment opportunities. 

In this spring semester I will be taking 15 credits that include Family Law, Civil Litigation U, Legal Writing, Legal 

Computer Applications, and Debtor and Creditor Relations. I am very interested in the Constitution, so when I'm not studying for 

my classes or painting watercolor cards to sell, I will most likely be reading books about the Constitution. As I am going into a law 

profession, I believe it is very important to understand the roots of our rules and statutes and how they apply to the average citizen. 

Additionally, I hope to join another leadership group to continue to advance my employability skillset. 

I am very eager to start this next semester of my education journey while preparing for my internship in the spring of 

2027! 

=================================================================================== 

 

Charles Fick 

Parents: David Fick and Ula Fick 

 

Statement: 

For my entire school career, I've taken a strong academic focus, but I've also been very interested in my 

extracurricular activities, video games, and, more recently, space and astronomy. I would like to work in the 

computer engineering realm, and I'm interested in working with specialized computers and circuits, like alarm 

systems. aerospace technology, and more. 

 

In my high school years, I valued my academic performance in the form of grades, leading me to work very hard for them. I want to 

carry that trend into my college career. I recognize that it will probably be unlikely that I maintain the same grade point average as my 

high school career. but I want to give it my best shot nonetheless. 

 

At the University of Minnesota, I plan to obtain a Bachelor's degree in Computer Engineering. Because of my 

academic background, I have the potential to finish the degree program in two years instead of four, in which 

case I would spend two more years working on a graduate degree in either computer or electrical engineering, 

depending on what school I am accepted into, if any. I have also been invited to join the University of Minnesota Honors Program. 

which I intend to join. 
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Donald Henry Durand

The life and times of Donald Henry Durand:
as narrated by Donald Durand and transcribed by Mary Durand Weir.
1995

"Today I had a wonderful supper with my daughter, Mary, and her husband Jerry Weir. As Mary showed
me the life and times of my younger brother Max and Leo I said I'II try to remember the most important
parts of my life.

I was born one mile north from where I was raised in Hulgo township, Hubbard County, Minnesota, on
January 12, 1913.  I lived as part of the family doing chores and other work that had to be done on the
farm. 

I went to school 2 miles east of home.  I had to walk the first year that I went to school,  then they
consolidated the schools in the area and after that we had bus service by horse-drawn buses. When I was
in the fourth grade my Dad made me stay home to herd cattle five days a week since the pastures were
poor at that time of year.  The school board found out and realized that I wasn't going to school and they
got after Dad so I had to go to school part-time. 

As I grew older, the farm work developed my body and I  became my size.  The big change in work came
was 1928.  My brothers Willard and Walter worked on the road so that meant most of  heavy stuff that
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Figure 51.  Walter and Donald Durand.

Figure 52.  Donald and Leona Carroll Durand on
wedding day in Henderson, MN on 2-7-1934.

they used to do was left for me.  Then in 1929 Willard
went to Duluth and Walter went to school in
Minneapolis.  Pa built a new barn and the farm work
soon was left to me. 

In the fall of 1929, after doing all the farm work I
could do by myself,  I asked Pa to buy a pair of
bibless overalls to go to school. He said its “bad
enough feeding you without buying your clothes.” 
Then I missed the first 10 weeks of school as a
sophomore because of the farm work.  I had a hard
time catching up and in the spring Pa told me to stay
home.  I told my brother Max to bring my things
home from school and I quit. 

I didn't get along to well with my Pa, he slapped me in
the head.  I had my mind made up to leave during the
winter (it wasn't a hard decision to make). I was

already planning to leave home when Walter told
me by letter that I could get work down there
from farmers.  Mabel and Charlie came for a visit
in the spring and I went back with them on April
8, 1930. 

I went with Mabel as far as Minneapolis and then
I took the train to Arlington, MN after school.   I
went to Arlington that night because that is where
Walter had a job with the railroad.  I got a job
with a farmer through Walter knowing the
mailman.  I stayed with Walter until fall, then I
got a job to last over winter.  We made out plans
every six months to estimate what wages I would
be getting.  I stayed there 2-1/2 years. 

In the meantime, I had a date with Leona and
Mary (Leona's sister).  Mary was my steady
partner but she went back to her previous
boyfriend. Then Leona and I started going
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Figure 53.  Leona Durand and son Donald
(Sonny).

together. In the winter of 1931, I guess her mind was pretty much made up about me. 

After two years the farmer thought I was staying out to late and I wasn't doing my work.  He told me to
give up Leona or give up the job.  I told him to look for a different man.  His wife asked me if I thought
more of the girl (Leona) than I did of the job?  I told her if I married the girl I'd live with her the rest of
my life, but I didn't have to live with this job.  We were married on February 7, 1934, one day before Ash
Wednesday.  

I then became sick with rheumatic fever that same spring.  In the month of July of 1934 we got a job with
a farmer slave driver, he paid $25 a month for the two of us.  We both worked in the canning factory in
LeSueur in the corn pack.  In September of 1934 Leona became pregnant.  I finished off working in the
canning factory in the meat pack.  After that shut down we moved to Arlington.  I got on WPA (Work
Project Administration) and in June of 1935, Leona had to go to the University hospital and our son,
Donald Jr. was born by cesarean.  When she  got out of the hospital she stayed with Grandma and
Grandpa. We still had our place in Arlington rented and I worked for farmers picking corn.  I went to the
hospital one week before Sonny (Don Jr.) was born and I stayed one week after he went home.  They
thought I had typhoid fever but they weren't sure.  We then moved back to Arlington. 

I worked on WPA and once in a while I got a day job
with the city.  In the spring we got a job on a farm for
a fellow down by the Minnesota River.  He wanted me
to leave my family down there and cut the hay on a
second farm 20 miles away.  I said I wouldn't and he
fired me.  Then we moved to Henderson and got back
on WPA for the winter. The next spring my brother
Willard said he had a job for me in Duluth.  Leona
stayed at Grandma and Grandpa's and I went to look
for a job in Duluth. I pounded the pavement for four
days and then I got a job with Kelso Brother Roofing. 
They laid one truck driver off for drinking and the rest
went on strike until they put him back to work. While
I was pounding the pavement I put in applications
along the way.  One called me to go to work at the
Clyde Iron Works and I started there on June 24,
1937.  I was laid off of work in October and was
called back the on the 27th of October that year.  I
stayed there all thru the war and worked a total of 13
years and 4 months for them. I missed the best part of
my life while I was working because Leona became
pregnant and I was working steady. She had some bad
days then.

In March we had a real bad snow storm while Leona
was in the hospital.  On March 6th I came home for
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Figure 54.  Donald, Leona, Mary, and
Donald Jr. (Sonny).

lunch at noon and Leona was getting pains.  Her mother Mag was there helping.  At 3:30 in the afternoon
our little blue eyed daughter, Mary, was also born cesarean.  They came home on St. Patty's Day.  There
was only a car's width on the main street to get home.  The next Sunday Leona's brother and wife came to
see us.  He had to stay for three days so he could get back out of town to go home.  We had over 2 feet of
snow and the drifts were so high you could only see about two feet of the light posts.

Back on the work front they changed my supervisor at Clyde Iron Works.  He didn't like me and I didn't
like him, so I went to work in the cold docks the
next morning.  I had told Leona first that I was
going to quit Clyde Iron works before I told them
I was going to quit.  That was September of
1950.  She told me if I wasn't happy at work I
wasn't happy at home.  At the Coal company
there was a lot of hard work but that wasn't bad. 
I then told Leona if she would sell the house, it
was a 3 family house she said you just say that, I
said try me. We closed the deal the 10th of
December, 1951. 

On December 11 we were in St. Paul, Minnesota.
Don Jr. had a job there and he stayed in the house
in Duluth. At the end of the month I had a truck
get the furniture and then Don and I drove his car
back.  I had bought the house in the meantime
but before I went back to get the furniture I got a
temporary job at the Coal Dock Company in St.
Paul.  Then I put in an application through a
private employment agency.  They sent me at
that time to Sears and I brought a letter of
recommendation from my boss at the Coal
Company which said that I could go back any time I wanted to. I took the job at Sears and shortly
thereafter Sears sold out to Whirlpool in the next year.  Ten months after I started working at Whirlpool I
got the millwright rate and I stayed there until I retired on April 30, 1975. 

I have life insurance, a pension, and hospitalization along with Medicare as far as support is concerned.  I
had it so Leona got the same benefits except for the pension.  Since my retirement I've had a number of
medical problems:  prostrate operation, kidney stone crushed 3 times, eye operation, cataracts removed
and implants done, double hernia operation,  and open heart surgery. 

I had to put Leona in a home in 1993 when my heart went bad.  She was doing fine until  December 7,
1993, when I brought her home to make out Christmas cards.  By 4:30 that day she was so ill that I had to
bring her to the hospital.  She had a bowel obstruction.  She had to have an operation on the 12th of
December. After they took out the staples it broke open again and everything quit working. God took her
home on December 27th, 1993, 42 days before our 60th anniversary. 



54

Figure 55.  Donald and Leona Durand

In February of 1994 I flew down to my son's house in Virginia and stayed for two weeks. Then in April
of 1994 I had valve replacement surgery. After getting out of the hospital Mary and granddaughters
(Tammy and Maria) helped move me into a one bedroom apartment on the first floor. In September I
went back to Sonny's (son's) for three weeks. This brings me up to the present time in which I'm doing
fine and enjoying life, visiting the great grand-kids, taking walks and doing life leisurely.
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